AVR HOOKER, OBE, CEng, FICE

 Arthur Hooker passed away on February 17th 2010, at the age of 96. 

He was educated at St Joseph's College in Norwood, South London. After matriculating at the age of 16, he took a number of clerical jobs in the City of London, before deciding to pursue an engineering career through evening classes at the Borough Polytechnic.

After completing a civil engineering apprenticeship with Braithwaites, he joined the staff of the Civil Engineer in Chief, Admiralty, in 1937. He qualified as a civil engineer while working in the Admiralty Dockyard in Trincomalee in the early part of the Second World War, before being transferred to Portsmouth and then to Malta, where he qualified as a diver. He became a Commander, RNVR, and was about to be transferred to Singapore when the war ended. After a short spell in the Admiralty office in Bath, he joined WS Atkins in 1946 as their sixth employee, and became the resident structural engineer at the new Abbey Steelworks at Port Talbot. He developed a particular interest in welded structures, and received the Insignia Award of the City and Guilds Institute for his initiatives in this discipline.

He went on to establish a number of regional offices for WS Atkins and Partners, and was made a partner in 1958. Throughout his career he was active in the local organisations of the ICE, the Institute of Structural Engineers, the Institute of Welding, and the Association of Consulting Engineers. He was President of the South Wales Institute of Engineers in 1972-3. He was made an OBE in 1977 for services to engineering.

He took a particular interest in the possibility of a Severn Barrage, and developed proposals for a scheme at the Shoots near the second Severn Crossing, meeting the responsible Minister in an advocacy role at the age of 94. To the end of his life he maintained an interest in the DECC sponsored feasibility study which selected the Shoots scheme for detailed appraisal.

From the age of sixteen until the outbreak of war he was a keen club and racing cyclist, achieving a personal best of 212 miles in twelve hours. During and after the war he transferred his leisure attention to sailing, initially in racing dinghies, and later in sailing cruisers. He continued to sail single handed in the Bristol Channel until his mid eighties and made the passage from Penarth to Porlock on his ninetieth birthday. 

He married Mona Griffiths in 1947 and outlived her by sixteen years. They had one son and two grandsons.

