ALBERT  WILLIAM  DAVIES, 1927-2010
National President, Institution of Mining Engineers 1990/1991
After a brief period of ill health, Albert William Davies passed away at Llandough Hospital, Cardiff on 13 July 2010.  The funeral service at St Mary’s Church, St Fagans held on 22nd July 2010 was attended by many members of his family and friends, past colleagues and associates.  In a dignified service, moving tributes were paid to Albert by his daughter, Menna, his son Alun and his nephew, Dr Gareth Grier Davies. 
Born in the Ammanford area of West Wales, Albert Davies upbringing was in a large, caring family with his father a Minister of the Church.  This background explains his concern throughout his life for the welfare and opportunities afforded to other people throughout the mining world.
Albert was associated with the mining industries of Britain and Africa during a professional career that commenced in 1948 following the award of a First Class Honours in Mining at the then University College Cardiff.  Arising from early experience in a production capacity in the mines of South Wales, Tanzania and Nigeria, he recognised the need for the regulation of mining activity through appropriate legislation.  This interest led to his appointment in 1961 as one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines and Quarries, from which he rose after 25 years to become the Deputy Chief Inspector for the United Kingdom.
In view of his experience, Albert interest and expertise in health and safety matters was harnessed by the UK Government with various appointments to the Chair of joint Advisory Committees dealing with issues that included, Airborne Dust, Ionising Radiations, Outbursts of Coal and Firedamp, and Accident Prevention.  The dissemination of this work through publication of many technical papers worldwide was recognised by the Institution of mining Engineers in 1991 with the award of the Douglas Hay Medal.

From student days, Albert was a member of the professional institutions representing Mining, Quarrying, Water and Environmental Management, and was the National President of the IMinE in 1990/1991.   Following his retirement from the Inspectorate in 1989, he joined the Industrial Advisory Board of the School of Engineering at Cardiff University.  In 1991, he was appointed to an Honorary Chair and led the development for 15 years, of a health and safety teaching programme across the many disciplines in the School.
Professor Davies’s experience as an international consultant on health and safety matters led to his appointment by the South African Government in 1994/95, as a member of a four-man Judicial Commission of Inquiry in the mining industry of that country.  The report of this Commission led to changes in the legislation and culture that was eventually reflected in much-improved safety statistics for the South African mining industry.  In 1998, Albert successfully completed PhD studies with his work on Safety, Health and Hygiene in the South African Mining Industry.  His doctorate provided a standard text for engineers and students in those countries with developing mining industries.
Albert Davies was a kind man with a great sense of humour.  He and his wife, Margaret were a close and loving couple who enjoyed the admiration and affection of their family and friends.  Albert’s achievements were undoubtedly based on Margaret’s support.  He will be remembered for his achievements, integrity, strength of character and unswerving concern for others.
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