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Report on £5000 sponsorship for Science / Technology activities delivered by Mid Glamorgan Education Business Partnership

S.W.I.E.E.T Sponsorship 2008 / 2009
1.
CREST Science Clubs – Sponsorship - £1000

Mid Glamorgan Education Business Partnership encourages schools to run CREST ( Investigator Science Clubs, each science club receives a £75 grant to offset any costs involved in running the club.
Approx 85 schools – 2000 pupils
Four KS1 Science Award Ceremonies are held during National Science & Engineering Week and a further four KS2 Ceremonies are held during June
More CREST certificates are awarded to children in Mid Glamorgan schools than any other area.

2. Techniquest Challenge Workshops – Sponsorship - £1000

Schools can choose from 9 different challenge workshops which are supported by Techniquest staff.  Children are introduced to a specific topic before being set a challenge.

20 schools, 1800 pupils
Evaluations from schools have been excellent with many positive comments. “The pupils enjoyed the short activities and were all fully involved.  They had a lively debate and discussion on the topics presented.” (Bedlinog Primary)

3. K’NEX Mid Glamorgan Final – Sponsorship - £500

K’NEX Mid Glamorgan Final is held at the Rhondda Heritage Park
10 schools.
The winning teams from 10 schools are invited to the Mid Glamorgan Final to take part in the second stage of this National challenge.  Evaluations from schools continue to be positive.

“An excellent morning which was enjoyed by all pupils.  It was good to see less academic pupils excelling in these skills.” (Corneli Primary)

4.
Mini Science Experience – Sponsorship £500

Two day science experience during National Science Week - based at the Cilfynydd Environmental Education Centre, various science activities are set up with the support of 4 companies

4 schools visit over two days – 120 pupils
In previous years this project has run with 6 companies and 8 schools.  This year 4 companies and 4 schools participated, reducing pupil numbers but increasing session times.  Everyone involved felt the children benefited from the extra time allowed with each activity.

5.
Interactive Workshops - KS1 Bubble workshop – Sponsorship £1000

Science show for KS1 pupils which investigates the mystery of gases by making bubbles that float and sink, grow and shrink, burn and explode.

20 schools – 1000 pupils

The bubble workshop has been very popular with schools, evaluations have been excellent.  Comments from schools:  “Excellent, the children and staff were enthralled, science was presented as being fun.  The staff learnt a great deal which they can use to support future learning” (Cwmaman Infants)
6. GETSET/BETSET – Sponsorship £1000
(Girls Entering Tomorrows Science Engineering and Technology – and Boys )

This event was held over two days (12 and 13 November) at Hawthorn Leisure Centre.  The event was attended by 6 secondary schools and involved 87 year 9 girls and boys (13-14 years old).

Pupils were involved in 4 engineering tasks which included: 

1) Building a bridge using nuts, bolts and dexion strips to span a one metre gap and support the weight of an average adult.

2) Designing and building a paper rocket, which is then fired along a length of steel wire, the objective being to stop the rocket over a series of targets.

3) Constructing a robot from Lego pieces that is capable of negotiating a maze, using a pre-programmed memory block.

4) Designing and building a table tennis ball launcher.  This requires pupils to complete a simple electric circuit and crafting a feeder mechanism from corriflute sheet.

All the pupils were actively engaged in all aspects of the challenge which was also supported by engineers from the Intellectual Property Office, Norgine and the Armed Forces.  The winning teams on each day were presented with a trophy.
CONCLUSION

In total 4650 children and 143 schools benefited from SWIEET sponsorship during 2008/2009.  The activities proved very popular with both children and teachers as evidenced by evaluation forms.  The above projects have supported schools in delivering the Science / Technology curriculum, motivating and enthusing children in science, engineering and technology.
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